
Early Morning along the Blue Ridge Parkway 

 
Yesterday I left the house before sunrise, and was on the Parkway before 8:00 a.m. at Linville Falls 
Community. The temperature was 35 degrees, and the sky was a deep blue. I had been alerted by a 
friend that the colors around Linn Cove Viaduct at Grandfather Mountain were peaking, and I didn’t 
want to be late this year. I stopped at the Linville River stone bridge, and marveled at the water forty 
feet below. There was no traffic, just the sound of the river moving over scattered rocks below. 
 
Another twenty minutes, and Grandfather Mountain appeared ahead of me. Although the leaves had 
yet to turn along the approaching roadway, the area around the Linn Cove Viaduct portion of the 
Parkway was dramatic. Parking the car, I hiked back to the north end of the main viaduct, which is a 
series of ridge hugging bridges that take you around Grandfather Mountain instead of over it. 
Finding a steep narrow trail, I climbed to the first series of boulders, and this is the sight that lay 
before me. 

 
                  Linn Cove Viaduct snakes around the southeast face of the mountain 



 

    Table Rock at Linville Gorge dominates the horizon at Linn Cove 

   
Eastern view from Parkway…                 Table Rock and Hawk’s Bill Mountain… 



 
The northeastern entrance to Linn Cove Viaduct 

  
Enlarge these pages to really appreciate the detail of the rocks and trees. 



 

Linn Cove Viaduct is a concrete segmental bridge which snakes around the 

slopes of Grandfather Mountain in North Carolina. It was completed in 1987 at 

a cost of $10 million, and was the last section of the Blue Ridge Parkway to be 

finished.  

The viaduct was needed because of the damage that a traditional cut-and-fill 

road would have caused to Grandfather Mountain. The viaduct was designed by 

Figg and Muller Engineers, Inc. Construction began in 1979. It is 1,243 feet 

(379 m) long and consists of 153 segments weighing 50 tons each. The bridge's 

segments were precast at an indoor facility at the south side of the parkway. 

After being transported to the bridge site, each section was lowered into place 

by a custom crane placed on either edge of the existing structure. The only work 

done at ground level was drilling for the seven footings which support the 

viaduct. In particular, there was no access road other than the Blue Ridge 

Parkway itself. The bridge has received eleven design awards. 
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The southeastern view from the Viaduct approach. The elevation is 4,200 feet. 

     
Grandfather Mountain from the south         Linville River from the Parkway 



 
Every serious photographer climbs this same ridge, and perches on this same 

rock, to get their own image of the Viaduct. This will be mine this year… 

   
Giant boulders left high and dry after many ice ages litter the colorful slopes. 



 
A panoramic view of the Viaduct from Rough Ridge Trail to the north… 

 A more detailed look… 



 
Rough Ridge Trail weaves its way through rocks and gnarled trees to 4,800’ 
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